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must be abandoned: " Teach us to sit still/*
Patience and prayer alone work in the " dark
night of the soul." The second section describes
the acceptance of spiritual death. Its powers
consumed, the soul is like the dry bones in EzekieL
When God tells them to prophesy they do so with
the burden of the grasshopper, for desire has failed,
and, invoking the " Lady of Silences/* give thanks
for their death in the desert.

The third section is perhaps the finest of all.
The soul is climbing the stairs from earthly to
heavenly things ; it is on the second stair, for it
has turned from the world, and on the first flight
has left behind its struggle with hope and despair.
At the second turning of the second stair nothing is
seen but darkness, an aged maw, the wreck of life,
utter abandonment and negation. Beyond this, at
the first turning of the third stair, comes temptation,
memories of the life of the senses : " Distraction,
music of the flute, stops and steps of the mind over
the third stair," But the soul presses on, climbing,
and prays : " Lord, I am not worthy," for God is
up there under his roof, and the end of ascent is
healing and peace. As he wrote in his essay on
Dante, which illuminates the problems of this poem :
** The souls in purgatory suffer because they wish
to suffer."

The fourth part deals with the transmutation
of earthly experience into heavenly. Remembering
one who " Going in white and blue, in Mar/s
colour/5 once gave him strength and joy, he wishes
to regain lost innocence, not by returning, but by